
MTS Course Descriptions (ALTS) 
Exegetical Courses 

E102 Hermeneutics 

The student will gain a thorough understanding of the theological, historical, and historical 
aspects of interpreting the Scriptures. The course assumes the student has completed an 
introductory level of Greek. The course will explore presuppositions as the student approaches 
the Scriptures. The interpreter will understand that proper interpretation includes the principles 
in the following areas: grammatical system; theory of language; literary theory; understanding of 
a text’s historical setting, including its relationship to that setting; view of revelation; 
understanding the person and work of Jesus Christ; his own personal relationship to the text; 
view of the world at large, including the possibility for its understanding. (Prerequisite: Greek) 

EO101 Old Testament Introduction 

This course provides the student the opportunity to read the significant parts of the Old 
Testament. The course will examine the writings of the Old Testament in terms of author, style, 
intended audience, date, and theological themes of each writing. The course also provides the 
student with the background to follow development of creation, salvation, and Christological 
themes throughout the Old Testament. 

EO105 Pentateuch 

The Pentateuch witnesses today as one of the great works of literature to and for humankind. 
As an inspired Word of God, the Five Books of Moses is an important text written for our 
“teaching, reproof, correction and training in righteousness.” As such, it both opens and grounds 
the Sacred Writings and Doctrines of the Old and New Testaments. This course will nurture a 
fundamental passion and appreciation for the Word of God as recorded in the Pentateuch, 
supporting, encouraging and preparing “servants of the Word” to communicate this Teaching of 
the LORD within the context and mission of a Lutheran congregation. (Prerequisite: 
Hermeneutics) 

EO107 Prophets 

The student will gain a thorough understanding of the theological, historical, and historical 
developments of Isaiah. The course assumes the student has completed the Old Testament 
Survey and Hermeneutics courses. The goal is to learn the extensive themes of Isaiah, especially 
as they point toward the coming of and fulfillment by the Messiah, Jesus. (Prerequisite: 
Hermeneutics) 

EN101 New Testament Introduction 

This course provides the student the opportunity to read the entire New Testament. The 
course will examine the writings of the New Testament in terms of author, style, intended 
audience, date, and theological themes of each writing. The course also provides the student with 
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the background to follow development of salvation themes and Christological themes 
throughout the New Testament. 

EN105 Synoptic Gospel 

The Gospel According to Matthew was until the 18th century considered the premier Gospel. 
Matthew writes in light of Jesus’ fulfillment of the Old Testament. As such he quotes often a 
passage noting its specific fulfillment in what Jesus says and does. Many see the structure of 
Matthew paralleling the Five books of Moses, not presenting Jesus as a new law-giver, but rather 
as the complete fulfillment. Matthew is the only Gospel writer to use the word εκκλεσια (ekklesia, 
“church”). What does that word mean in terms of understanding the “people of God”? What are 
the distinctives of Matthew regarding the presentation of the Gospel? What does Matthew 
provide for the Church today in terms of doctrinal stands, guidance for the Church, and as a 
source for teaching in the Church? (Prerequisite: Hermeneutics) 

EN107 Pauline Letter 

In Ephesians Paul looks at the Christian life from its foundation in Christ to maturity in the 
faith in Christ. The theme “in Christ” appears repeatedly as he develops the doctrinal foundation 
of the Christian life, then as he explores the practical implications of the life in Christ. The 
student will nurture an appreciation for the place of the Ephesians within the larger context of 
the Pauline letters, the New Testament and the entire Bible, encouraging further study, reflection 
and application. This course will also nurture a fundamental passion and appreciation for the 
Word of God and to communicate this within the context and mission of a Lutheran 
congregation. (Prerequisite: Hermeneutics) 

Systematics Courses 
S100 Theological Prolegomena 

What does it mean to be Lutheran? This course looks at the underlying thinking that sets the 
foundation for understanding Martin Luther, but more importantly for understanding those who 
confess the Christian faith in this unique way. That is, one cannot take the theology of another 
movement and adjust a few things and become Lutheran. Rather, the foundation of thinking 
affects every doctrine, and even how to approach the Scriptures, doctrine, and theology. 

S115 Doctrine I 

The course presents the student with the knowledge and understanding of the Biblical, 
confessional, and theological teachings on the doctrines of Scripture, God, sin, salvation, and 
Christology. In essence, the student will know ourselves and our theology. The student will be 
able to evaluate various views on the doctrines and to learn to know the theology of other 
Christians in the light of Lutheran theology. The goal is to cultivate such an attitude as 
appreciating, applying, and practicing the above doctrines to one’s own Christian life, to the 
ministry, and to the service of the Church in the world. It is to define, explain, and apply theology 
into life. (Prerequisite: Theological Prolegomena) 
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S116 Doctrine II 

The course presents the student with the knowledge and understanding of the Biblical, 
confessional, and theological teachings on the doctrines of Christology, Pneumatology, and the 
End Times. In essence, the student will know ourselves and our theology. The student will be able 
to evaluate various views on the doctrines and to learn to know the theology of other Christians 
in the light of Lutheran theology. The goal is to cultivate such an attitude as appreciating, 
applying, and practicing the above doctrines to one’s own Christian life, to the ministry, and to 
the service of the Church in the world. It is to define, explain, and apply theology into life. 
(Prerequisite: Theological Prolegomena and Doctrine 1) 

S124 Lutheran Confessions I 

A study of the doctrinal content of the three Ecumenical Creeds, Augsburg Confession, 
Apology of the Augsburg Confession, and Small Catechism, and Large Catechism in terms of the 
historical and theological setting of these documents and of our present-day commitment to 
them as accurate presentation of the doctrines of the Scriptures. (Prerequisite: Theological 
Prolegomena) 

S125 Lutheran Confessions II 

In Confessions 2 course, the focus of study is on the later writings contained in the Book of 
Concord, specifically, Smalcald Articles, Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope, Formula 
of Concord (Epitome and Solid Declaration). The first two show a more mature Luther in his 
approach to the issues facing the Church, specifically the papal drift from the Scriptural 
foundations. The Formula of Concord presents the post-Luther struggles as the Lutheran 
movement meets the challenges of the Reformed, but even more the infiltration into the 
Lutheran confessing movement itself.  The goal is to bring the student into the late Reformation 
and post-Luther era of confessing the faith. Then the student will formulate how to apply such 
confessions in a contemporary situation. (Prerequisite: Theological Prolegomena and Confessions 
1) 

S131 Catechesis 

Martin Luther wrote two catechisms, one for pastors (Large) and one for parents (Small). He 
broke new ground with the Small Catechism in two ways: He moved beyond the late Middle 
Ages catechetical instruction so that it was consistent with the Reformation center: justification 
by grace through faith in Christ. Ultimately Luther saw the need for the formation of the faith 
and the catechisms as tools to do that. Over the past five centuries both of those developments 
have been negated or de-emphasized. Catechesis has become little more than classroom 
instruction by the pastor or DCE. This course exams the purpose of Catechesis, the role of the 
two catechisms in Catechesis, and examination of possible steps forward in light of Luther’s 
intent of the Catechisms. (Prerequisite: Theological Prolegomena, Confessions 1, and Confessions 
2) 

S132 Apologetics 

“Always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope 
that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect” (1 Peter 3:15 ESV). Even in today’s anti-
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Christian culture, Peter’s words still ring true. Apologetics have long played an important role in 
explaining and defending Christian truth. Each new generation of believers are told to give an 
explanation for the hope they have in Christ. Through the ages, Christ's followers have prepared 
themselves for such a task. The study of apologetics shows how to grapple with the relationship 
between faith and facts and will build your confidence in sharing your faith with others. 
(Prerequisite: Theological Prolegomena, Confessions 1, Confessions 2) 

S415 Law and Gospel 

For Lutherans, the Formula of Concord provides the classic definitions of the law as 
condemnation of sinners and the gospel as the promise of salvation. This course examines these 
two terms in light of the Scriptures, the Confessions, and the doctrinal issues related to each. 
However, it is crucial to move beyond the academic study to an understanding of law and gospel 
in application in contemporary Christian life. 

History Courses 
H101 Church History Overview 

This course provides an introduction to key aspects and elements important for the study of 
historical theology. Components to be considered include the following three areas: (1) the 
foundation of critical/analytical thinking; (2) reading, reasoning, and reflection on the practice of 
history; (3) an introduction to the intersection/influence of philosophy and theology throughout 
the course of history. Selected historical problems, periods, and case studies will be used as 
illustrations and examples 

H130 Reformation History 

The purpose of this course is to acquaint the student with the philosophical and religious 
history of late Medieval and Reformation Europe. As foundation, students will become 
conversant with soteriological and epistemological views of the time as well as societal and 
political concerns and events. The contributions of Martin Luther will receive prominent 
attention. Other outstanding Reformers will also be studied, viz. Zwingli, Grebel, and Calvin. 

H131 Early Church History 

This course presents the major trends, personalities, and events influencing the life of the 
church during the first five centuries. Primary emphasis is upon institutions, cultures, and 
doctrine. Use of primary sources in translation. The goal is for the student to understand the 
development of the early Christian Church, including doctrine, movements, and relationships 
among the key people from the New Testament era to AD 600.  

H132 Modern and Postmodern Church History 

The course of Christianity examines trends and movements in Europe, the Americas, and in 
Asia from the French Revolution to the present. Special emphases include: biblical criticism, the 
religion-science controversy, neo-orthodoxy, 20th-century ecumenism, church-state relations, 
and the modern and postmodern divide. 
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H185 History and Polity of TAALC 

This course provides a history of American Lutheranism, specifically focusing on the 
predecessor church bodies as the background for the formation of The AALC. The course will 
focus on interactions between church bodies and theological issues during this period. Then the 
polity of The AALC will be examined within Lutheranism and the Church Catholic. 

Practical Courses 
P102 Pastoral Theology and Life 

Pastoral Theology focuses on how pastoral work is done in the congregation. Pastoral Life 
focuses on how the pastor lives out his life as a disciple of Jesus Christ. Part of the struggle for the 
pastor is to continue to develop his spiritual life, while serving others. The course examines the 
role of Word and Sacrament in the life of the pastor. Because the pastor is churchman in the 
larger church, the course covers aspects of what it means to be a churchman and how that affects 
the pastor and congregation.   

P103 Pastoral Counseling 

As a summer intensive the course offers three models of counseling that can be used in 
pastoral counseling settings. It includes a review of the models, including their strengths, 
limitations, and utility in specific counseling events. As adult learners, the students come to this 
course with many life-experiences that shape thinking, values and beliefs and perceived need for 
counseling. (elective) 

P120 Teaching the Faith 

This course examines the role of the pastor as a teacher (and secondarily as administrator of 
educational programs) in Lutheran parishes. The course provides an overview and study of 
major learning theories and teaching methods as these relate to the practice of education in the 
church. Provision is made for student teaching experience in local Christian day schools under 
the supervision of experienced Lutheran teachers. 

P130 Preaching I 

This course will nurture a fundamental passion for the Word of God, developing the 
necessary habits of the faithful preacher, and emphasizing the practical skills of researching, 
developing and delivering a sermon within the context and mission of a Lutheran congregation. 
The student will gain an understanding of the nature and function of preaching in the context of 
Christian community and witness, nurture the basic habits of the preacher relative to sermon 
preparation; work through the process of researching, outlining, writing and delivering a sermon. 

P131 Preaching II 

Based upon a fundamental passion for the Word of God, this course will cultivate the central 
habits of the faithful preacher while enhancing the student’s understanding and practice of the 
preaching task within the context and mission of a Lutheran congregation. The student will  
further develop his understanding of the nature and function of preaching Law and Gospel in the 
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context of Christian community and witness. He will explore the long-term habits and planning 
of sermon preparation and presentation; He will examine alternative approaches to outlining, 
writing, and delivering a sermon. (Prerequisite: Preaching 1) 

P140 Worship 

The course provides an historical survey of worship, especially focusing on the Patristic, 
Medieval, and Reformation developments. The student will also explore the aspects of leading 
worship in today’s world, and the implications and relationships of worship to the rest of church 
life. 

P151 Pastoral Leadership 

The purpose of the course is to prepare pastors for effectively leading a congregation in the 
current realities of the 21st century. We no longer live in a Christian society that influences how 
we in the church reach those outside the church. The course will focus on both theology related 
to leadership, especially the practical implementation of this kind of pastoral leadership. The 
student will explore what it means to communicate with other Christians and non-Christians, 
how to develop leaders for ministry in a congregational setting, how to deal with conflict and 
how to prevent it, and help the congregation grow through it. 

P160 Missions 

This course will nurture a fundamental passion for the creative, expressive Word of God, 
supporting, encouraging and preparing congregational “leaders” through an applied study of the 
Logos as it relates specifically to the mission of God in the world. 

As apprentices of the Master, it is critical to accept that He says what He means and means 
what He says. As an active observer, Luke records the reality that Jesus builds His church (see the 
Book of Acts), using people whom He has redeemed, prepared and called to be and work at His 
side. What are we to make of Luke’s comment that it is not the “church” that keeps on spreading, 
but the Word (Logos) that keeps on growing and multiplying (see Acts 12:24)? 

P170 Church Administration 

This course is designed to help the pastoral student focus on two aspects of Church 
Administration: the Kingdom of the Left (the administrative side of church leadership) and the 
Kingdom of the Right (developing an environment for the church to be a place of spiritual 
growth through Word and Sacrament and a place for supporting and encouraging 
mission/evangelism). 

 

 


